CRAIGMARLOCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Meeting held on Thursday 17th of May 2007 at 

Auchinbee nursery, Craigmarloch.

In Attendance:

Barney Kinsler (Chairman)

Jean Thomson (Treasurer)

Ailsa Clunie (Secretary)

Marion Young

Jo Brown

Invited Guests

Cllr Gordon Murray

Cllr Alan O`Brien

Cllr Bob Chadha

PC Brian McDonald

PC Sarah Paterson

Apologies

Cllr Barry McCulloch

Iain Morrison

Mike Ogden

Welcome. Meeting opened by Barney Kinsler who extended a warm welcome to all attendees. Our two new councillors were also welcomed. Barney had attended, on our behalf, a presentation from the army. He reports that it was very impressive and has leaflets etc for everyone to look at. He hopes we can make links with the local cadets in future.

Approval of last meeting minutes. (Dated 15th of March 2007) Proposed by Ailsa Clunie. Seconded by Jean Thomson.

Minute of Hustings meeting (dated 19th of April 2007). Proposed by Ailsa Clunie. Seconded by Marion Young.

Matters arising from previous minutes.
1. Missing bollards in Glen Lochay Gardens. Ailsa will continue to chase this up with Cllr McCulloch.

2. Damaged street signs around Craigmarloch. These have now been repaired.

3. Crumbling footpath due to subsidence. Still not repaired. Ailsa will follow up her letter.

Report by Community Police. Brian introduced our new community policewoman, Sarah Paterson who was warmly welcomed. Issues to report were

1. Beginning next week, the traffic police will be targeting Glen Fyne ring road with a speed gun to check for speeding offences. This is after several complaints from the public.

2. There have been complaints of disturbances by youths around Glen Orchy. The community police will be targeting this area on Friday and Saturday night.

3. A young boy was knocked down outside St. Andrews/ Cumbernauld Primary school. Fortunately the driver was obeying the speed limit and the boy escaped with minor injuries. Concern expressed about the ongoing problems with traffic at this area.

4. Warning given, that houses in the Cumbernauld North area were being targeted by car thieves trying to steal car keys.

5. After it was raised by Jo Brown, it was confirmed that the mobile police van is still parking outside Tesco on a Wednesday morning.

Community Planning

Ailsa read out a letter from Kirsty Gray, a planning assistant with N.L.C., in regards to our plans to improve the football pitch and the pond areas. She had suggested using metal picnic benches as opposed to timber ones due to the greater durability and vandal resistance of them. All agreed that this makes sense.

It was also agreed that it would be a good idea to put our Community Council logo on these. Colin Scott, the designer of this logo for our newsletters agreed with this and a copy of this will be sent to Kirsty.

Members reports

Secretary's report. Correspondence. Ailsa gave a short review of the correspondence received over the last two months. All attendees invited to approach at the end of the meeting if they would like to read any in full or receive a copy. In the meantime, all correspondence will be circulated around all members. The letters included:

1. Minutes of meetings by NLC (Dated 17th of May 2007)

2. A copy of NLC's Disability Equality Scheme.

3. A copy of the Consultation on a draft proposal to amend the primary medical services act (2004) by Carolyn Leckie (previous MSP)

4. A letter from NLC re the Licensing Forum.

5. A letter from Tom Gaffney from NLC informing us of the Association of Community councils website(www.ascc.org.uk)

6. A copy of NLC's Local housing strategy review 2006.

7. Copies of NHS Lanarkshire's annual report

8. A letter from Councillor Murray advising about the draft local plan that is about to be circulated.

9. A letter from NLC regarding public processions.

10.Notification from NLC regarding organisational changes.

Treasurer's Report

Ailsa has copy via E-mail
TownPark

Barney informed us that Mike and himself had attended a seminar recently on "Improving public spaces". They also visited Greenhead Moss Nature Park. Both of these were very informative and helpful. In particular their use of part time wardens and directors.

Town Centre

This Saturday's planned seminar on this subject has been cancelled but will be rescheduled.

Web Site

Colin Scott has now taken over as webmaster and he gave us a brief summary so far. It has at least 500 unique visitors per month with 43% being UK or community based. Colin discussed several ideas to improve the web site and suggested a survey from our community for their ideas. This was agreed and will be included in next newsletter. Colin advised to send invoices to Jean so he can be reimbursed his costs.

Crime Prevention Panel

Jo circulated a laminated leaflet from the police with useful contact numbers.

Councillor B. Chadha

Bob explained that NLC had just met back and were organising members for committees etc. He reported that the 4 councillor's for Cumbernauld North would co-operate with each other and will split the community council meetings amongst themselves.

Councillor G. Murray

Gordon gave information and advice regarding the local plan that is about to be circulated.

Councillor A. O'Brien

As a new councillor, Alan gave an outline of his particular interests for our area, which include the Town Park project and the regeneration of the Town centre. He is also very concerned that Cumbernauld, as the largest town, does not have its own area committee and plans to be active on this.

A.O.C.B.

Broadband

Philip Gilmour from Glen Dochart was invited tonight to speak about this after he had contacted the website. He organised a petition to BT regarding the provision of Broadband in the area. Along with another resident from Glen Douglas, Andy Person, he has been invited to a meeting tomorrow with the Scottish Executive. They have some money to assist clusters of broadband "not spots" and Philip is hoping that Craigmarloch could be one of them to help the 70-10 (??) households in our area that are affected. To carry this forward, he needs our Community Council to act as a conduit for any grant monies that they receive and our help to communicate possible solutions using our newsletter, website and/or a public meeting. Other community councils have already agreed to this. 

After some discussion the following was agreed:

1. That we agreed with the proposals.

2. To discuss with our Treasurer, the possibility of us being used as a conduit for any grant monies.

3. To co-opt Philip on as member of the Community Council for the purpose of this working party.

Litter Campaign

Resident, Brain McGuire had contacted the web site regarding the litter problem around Tesco and the path to Croy. Ailsa has replied to him but in meantime, it was agreed that further litter campaigns would be a good idea. To be discussed further at next meeting.

National Bike and Scramble bikes
They have contacted our web site in relation to the Townpark and Barney will correspond further with them.

Al Gore Global Warming Video

It has been agreed to order this video to show at a future meeting.

Next meeting will be Thursday 21st of June at 7.30pm at Auchinbee Nursery, Craigmarloch. 

All items for the agenda to Ailsa please before 13/06/07.
