Craigmarloch Community Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 16th of October 2008 at 7.30pm at St.Andrews/Cumbernauld Primary School Complex, Carrickstone.

Present: Barney Kinsler (Chairperson) (BK)

              Mike Ogden (Vice Chair) (MO)

              Jean Thomson (Treasurer) (JT)

              Steven Crawford (Webmaster) (SC)

Donna Niven (DN)

Apologies: Marion Young (MY)

                    Iain Morrison (IM)

                    Ailsa Clunie (AC)
                    Barry McCulloch (Councillor)

Also Present: Councillors Alan O'Brien, Bob Chadha and Gordon Murray, also present Community Police Officer David Little, Jim Smith and Louise Farmer.
Welcome

BK opened this October meeting with a warm welcome to all in attendance and especially to Steven Crawford who was welcomed back as Webmaster.
Approval of previous minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 18th September 2008 and the minutes of the meeting held on the 2008 were proposed as accurate by DN and seconded by MO.

Community Police Report

Constable Doyle informed us that there had only been one reported crime in Craigmarloch itself and this had been one member of a gang of youths that had created a disturbance at Tesco. This person had been very abusive and, continued his abuse even after being warned, he is now in custody.  

BK mentioned the incident with former community council member Iain Bennett’s living room window that appeared to have been targeted with a pellet gun. Constable Doyle stated that this incident did not appear to be connected with anyone in Cumbernauld and was being dealt with by the firearms office in Glasgow. He did however also state that there was a general increase in incidents with kids with pellet guns.

Around Cumbernauld in general, the fixed penalty for alcohol consumption in public streets seems to be effective as levels of alcohol related disturbances have reduced. 
There have also been a spate of car thefts especially in the Mosswater Wynd area of Smithstone and this is being put down to an organised gang from Glasgow.

There has also been a spate of ‘garden-shed break ins in the Greenfaulds area.

The community police numbers will be increased by two more probationers at the end of November.

In connection with policing, Cllr Chadha (BC) that the accent was to be on more visible policing – even the top ranking police officers were to take their turn ‘on the beat’.

As well as reassuring the general public, crime figures have already shown a reduction.

Treasurer’s Report           

Craigmarloch Community Council

Financial report as at 16 Oct 08

Bank Account

Opening Balance






  
  695.12
28 Jul 


Paid In – Community Grant



  250.00










  945.12

26 Sep


Chq No 073 – Cash




  100.00
Closing Balance







  845.12

No 2 Account

Opening/Closing Balance






 1685.31

Petty Cash

Opening Balance







     2.69

26 Sep

Introduced






  100.00











  102.69
26 Sep

Internet Fee






    50.18
Closing Balance







    52.51
(Administrative Funds £209.47 + Community Funds £259.65)

Community Funds

In Bank






1685.31
In Cash






  259.65
Total









 1944.96

Secretary’s Report
BK reported that due to unforeseen family circumstances and workload, Ailsa is taking a ‘sabbatical’ from her secretarial duties, she will however remain a committee member. Meantime her secretarial duties will be covered by other committee members.
 Feedback from Committee Members
Website:   Webmaster, (SC) explained that the Craigmarloch.org website was once again up and running. It was requested that, if possible, could there be direct links set up to the four NLC local councillors. SC agreed to set this up and this has in fact now been carried out.

Community Park:    Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park chairman (BK) gave an update on current progress within the Park. The BBC Breathing Places project has now commenced with the all the long grass having been cut back and herbicide applied in most areas. BK also explained that because NLC were now going to construct some of the pathways, specifically 1) at the rear of the school and 2) linking Craighalbert roundabout down to Craigmarloch roundabout, this had released some of the WIAT grant money for further internal pathway construction within the Park itself. and volunteers on the day were thanked for their contributions and help with the event.

Glen Orchy Play Area

Donna Niven (DN) reported on the meeting with Martin Dickson (North Area Development Officer NLC) and the NLC playgrounds manager. DN stated that very little progress was actually made. Apparently four play areas within the Craigmarloch area have in fact already been adopted by NLC. But before any play area could be adopted, they would firstly have to be brought up to standard and then the local residents would have to pass over 10 x the cost of NLCs current play area maintenance contract – some £20,000. 

DN also stated that she was informed that non-adopted play areas were not covered by any insurance and that this was also true with play areas that were in fact maintained by factors. 
During the following discussion on this subject, GM stated that it was always the intention for a large play area to be constructed in Carrickstone, but this had never actually happened. He also stated that it was NLC policy, as shown n the final draft of the new local plan, to have a minimum number of play areas per so many houses and this would be useful in many communities.

DN asked if BC had any input on the subject on the various committees on which he served. BC replied that he didn’t really have any influence. GM suggested that due to the general concern regarding play-areas in communities on the North side A80, that a joint community council meeting should be organised.  AOB made the point that the meeting should only consist of Community Councillors, Local Councillors and NLC officers. There was general agreement that this could be useful, BC stated that Pat Kelly, Head of Planning and Development be invited along.
TESCO on-line Distribution Depot.

Due to public pressure, the current application has been withdrawn; they are likely to consider their position and are likely to re-apply.

Croy Station Car-Park

According to information received from NLC, the contract is to be finalised this month (October) and a contractor appointed with a start date of February/March subject to road plan and section 75 agreements being approved.
According to AOB after he attended a meeting with SPT in August, it appears that there is a possibility that there could be changes from the original plans. Because Transport Scotland are wanting to improve the service between Glasgow and Edinburgh there is a possibility of actually making changes at Croy station by putting a sort of ‘loop’ system. BC informed the meeting that Croy Community Council was to hold a meeting at Croy Miners Welfare Club on Monday 20th October to try and clarify the matter. BK and MO agreed that they would go along to get further information.
Info from Croy Meeting. 

In attendance were Kilsyth & Croy local councillors, Cathie Craigie & other NLC officers.
Unfortunately the information from this meeting was very disappointing, leaving more questions than answers – there was no SPT rep in attendance either.  It is true however that to further speed-up and improve the Glasgow – Edinburgh service Transport Scotland are having talks re. a ‘turn-back’ at Croy station. This extra loop line would be to the South of the existing line; apparently full electrification of the service has also been mentioned. No formal application has been made re. the above. As far as the multi-storey car-park is concerned this could still go ahead in the current time frame (start Feb/March) but it has also been mooted that a single level car park could be constructed and this could also still go ahead in the current time frame. This would be far less disruptive and the impression was given that this could be constructed without the need for alternative car-parking to be provided. Apparently this had been a major concern for Croy community as a site that had been suggested for a temporary car-park during multi-storey construction was a site that is to be made into school playing fields. Currently, due to the loss of play areas at the school, there is a real need for this open area to be developed for recreational use.
Councillor Alan O'Brien

Alan gave some details about a proposed ‘wind-turbine’ at the Irn-Bru site; apparently this structure would soar to some 400feet in height and would be seen from miles around... He also mentioned that there was a proposal to site a statue as an icon at some point in Cumbernauld Town Centre, he felt that this proposal could be good as part of Town-Centre improvements especially if it could be part of the Asda/Tesco boulevard improvement scheme.

BK asked what was the source of the funding for the ‘icon’. AOB said that it was NLC that would be funding the ‘icon’. He also said that Cumbernauld was being underfunded as a whole by NLC and that the Campsies Centres should be lobbying them for more money to be spent on Town Centre improvements. He urged community councils to write to Paul Jukes, and Pat Kelly, (NLC) copying in Pat MacElroy (Campsie Centres) re. Boulevard plans.
Councillor Gordon Murray

Gordon made the point that that the A80/M80 upgrade should in fact have commenced in August this year and as far as he knows a main contractor is yet to be appointed. 
He has grave concerns for cyclists and pedestrians using Eastfield road. He stated that in the current situation, especially during the dark winter nights, when the traffic starts to increase during the upgrade it is an accident waiting to happen. BK reminded GM that there will be further pathways being built parallel to Eastfield Rd in the immediate future.

Councillor Bob Chadha 
Bob said, that apart from previous comments, he just had one announcement to make and that was that he was stopping his monthly surgery at Cumbernauld Primary School as there were very few attendees, however he will continuing with his Eastfield surgeries.

AOCB   Jim Smith raised concerns about the lack of safety barriers at bus-stops on Glen Fyne Rd... Recently he had been taking his primary school children to a bus-stop on Glen Fyne Rd and was amazed that there had not been accident because, as soon as the bus started to draw in to the bus-stop the children all rushed forward from the pavement to clamber on board. Jim felt that barriers should be erected at bus-stops that are used predominantly at school times should have safety barriers fitted to prevent kids surging on to the roadway and creating a major safety hazard
There was no other competent business and BK closed the meeting at 9.20pm.

Next meeting is the Annual General Meeting and will be on Thursday 20th of November 2008 at 7.30pm at the ST. Andrews/ Cumbernauld primary school complex.

