Craigmarloch Community Council

Minutes of meeting-20th September 2007

7.30pm:Auchinbee Nursery

Attendees: - Barney Kinsler (BK) Chairman

                    Mike Ogden (MO) Vice-Chair

                    Ailsa Clunie (AC) Secretary

                    Chris Kay (CK)

                    Iain Morrison (IO)

                    Marion Young (MY)

Invited Guests: - Cllr Bob Chadha

                           Cllr Alan O’Brien

                           Cllr Gordon Murray

                           PC Sarah Laing

Apologies: - Jean Thomson (JT) Treasurer

Also in attendance: - D Niven, J Storie, J Smith, P Gilmour, C Fawmens, C Scott, V Housten, I McCabe, A Lindsay.

ITEM

Welcome

Our first meeting since the summer was opened by BK who extended a warm welcome to all attendees. He explained that 3 committee members had resigned over this time and that we were actively seeking to recruit new members. It was due to this that we regretfully cancelled our summer fun day and were late in delivering our usual summer newsletter.

Minutes of last meeting

Proposed as accurate by J Storie

Seconded by BK

Matters arising from minutes

J Storie pointed out that factors and associated problems had been discussed at the last meeting and that this was to be put in our newsletter. He expressed dissatisfaction at this long-standing problem and urged the community council and local councillors to address it. It was agreed to add this to tonight’s agenda.

It was also raised that we were still awaiting replies from several letters sent to NLC about the lights and landscaping on the path from Craigmarloch to Croy station. It was agreed that AC should send copies of these letters to our local councillors for some assistance.

Report by Community Police

PC Sarah Laing reported that there had been two recent car thefts in our area. Both cars had been unlocked. One male had been charged with carrying an offensive weapon and two males had been charged with breach of the peace. 

After some discussion, it was agreed by those present that there seemed to be an improvement on the previous problem of young people gathering on a Friday night causing vandalism and noise. Cllr Chadha read out a letter from Anne McGuire, Chief Superintendent of North Lanarkshire Division explaining that shift changes had occurred in Strathclyde Police to enable more police officers to be on duty at busier times e.g. weekends.

Traffic speeding concerns outside Cumbernauld /St Andrews primary schools was also discussed with PC Laing and she will pass on these concerns to the Traffic Police. Cllr B Chadha also read out correspondence he had received on this matter regarding a further survey being required before a formal crossing would be justified. He will continue to pursue this.

Treasurer’s Report
JT had prepared the following report and it was read out as follows:

Bank Account

Opening Balance







 928.84

27 Jun
Chq No 060 – PC World (printers, laminators) 375.71

13 Aug
Chq No 061 – PC World (printer, fax)               316.92











  692.63










  236.21

28 Aug
Admin Grant






  585.00

Closing Balance







  821.21

No 2 Account

Opening/Closing Balance






 2010.31

Petty Cash

Opening Balance







     52.56

26 Jun
Stamps




   2.88

28 Aug
Printer paper




 11.88

4 Sep

Ink





 25.48












     40.24

Closing Balance







     12.32

(Administrative Funds £221.02 + Community Funds £233.34)

Community Funds

In Bank






2010.31

In Cash






  233.34
Total

Secretary’s report

AC gave a short review of the correspondence recently received and invited all attendees to read in full at the end of the meeting before being passed to all committee members. These letters included: -

1. A letter from Cllr B Chadha detailing the capital expenditure in Cumbernauld compared to the rest of North Lanarkshire.

2. A draft copy of NLC’s Gender Equality Scheme        (June 2007- May 2010)

3. An invitation to “Planning for People workshop from planning aid for Scotland. On 27th October 2007 at Cumbernauld New Town Hall. Places have been booked for BK, MO and JT.

4. A copy of a letter sent to David Jones, Team leader for local plan by Cllr Gordon Murray.

5. A copy of a letter sent to Christine Pollock, director of Learning and Leisure regarding the nursery education by Cllr Gordon Murray.

6. A copy of a letter sent to Ken Wilson, head of Land services regarding special uplifts by Cllr Gordon Murray

7. A copy of the motion raised at NLC council meeting regarding opportunities due to the new political situation in Scotland by Cllr Gordon Murray.

8. Newsletters from Jamie Hepburn MSP dated July /August 2007 and September 2007.

9. A copy of all minutes by NLC dated 28th of June 2007.

10. A copy of the plans for the proposed new parking facilities at Croy Station.

11. A copy of the plans for additional leisure facilities at Broadwood stadium

Association of Community Councils, Crime Prevention Panel and Cumbernauld Forum

It was agreed that committee members would discuss new representatives for these at our next interim meeting.

Web Master

Colin Scott has recently taken over as our web master and he reported several changes he has made. He would like our feedback on these and ideas for future development of site.

Recruitment

It was agreed by all present that it was important for the web designer to be on the Community Council. Colin Scott was nominated to be co-opted on as a member by AC and seconded by MO. 

There was also some interest expressed by several residents attending and it was agreed to meet with them to discuss further.

Cllr B Chadha/Factors

Bob read out several letters regarding landscaping problems and the adoption of play areas and this developed into a discussion about the different problems residents in Craigmarloch face regarding factors. Bob and Cllr Alan O’Brien have been attending meetings on this subject and it was agreed that AC will write a letter to them with details of these concerns. It was also agreed to highlight this in the next newsletter and the web site.

Cllr Gordon Murray

Gordon handed out several copies of letters he has written regarding the lack of walking routes to and from different areas in Cumbernauld North and the problems school children have particularly those attending Cumbernauld /St Andrews primary.

Cllr Alan O’Brien

Alan gave some feedback regarding meetings he has been attending regarding the parking problems at our new Town Centre. He also asked for our opinion about the prospect of a Casino in Cumbernauld. After some discussion, those attending this meeting thought that a Casino was not in the best interests of Cumbernauld and that it was more important to attract a cinema and other facilities for young people.

Planning Projects

AC has to send a copy of our logo Kirsty Gray at planning to be incorporated into the new bins and benches at the pond area. Colin Scott will forward on.

Local Plan

BK gave a short presentation on this matter and highlighted several problems for our area i.e. the prospect of more house building and little facilities. He also highlighted the opportunities for development of the town park and explained ways to get involved. It was agreed that he would use the Cumbernauld News and our web site to keep us up to date.

Meeting was closed at 9.45pm. Next meeting will be on Environmental issues and will include the showing of the Al Gore video.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 18th of October 2007 at 7.30pm at Auchinbee Nursery

