Craigmarloch Community Council

Minutes of meeting held on the 18th of September 2008 at 7.30pm at St.Andrews/Cumbernauld Primary School Complex, Carrickstone.

Present: Barney Kinsler (Chairperson) (BK)

              Mike Ogden (Vice Chair) (MO)

              Jean Thomson (Treasurer) (JT)

              Ailsa Clunie (Secretary) (AC)

Apologies: Marion Young (MY)

                  Iain Morrison (IM)

                  Steven Crawford (Webmaster) (SC)

                  Barry McCulloch (Councillor)

                  Bob Chadha (Councillor)

Also Present: Councillors Alan O'Brien and Gordon Murray, Donna Niven, Clare Smith, Anne Murphy, Andy Pearson and Community Police Officers David Little and Paul Doyle.

Welcome

BK opened the first meeting since the summer break with a warm welcome to all in attendance. 

Approval of previous minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on the 15th of May 2008 and the minutes of the meeting held on the 19th of June 2008 were proposed as accurate by JT and seconded by MO.

Community Police Report

Constable's Little and Doyle informed us that there had been 12 recent house breaking crimes in Cumbernauld North. Only one of these has been in Craigmarloch but they seem to be "opportunist thefts" where the thief has taken advantage to a door being left unlocked or car keys etc being left in view and near a door. Using sticks or wire, they have been able to steal these items by getting them through the letterbox. We will highlight this again in our next newsletter.

There has also been some increased trouble outside Tesco as some young people from all over Cumbernauld North have began to gather there again. Police will monitor this.
AC reported that the bus shelter at the top of Glen Moriston had again being vandalised on a Friday night. AC will monitor this incase it becomes a problem similar to last year.

There was a discussion about problems associated with the Craigmarloch lodge in terms of underage drinkers and violence. This seems to have improved recently and there has also been a change of licensee who seems keen to make some changes.

There will be an increase of Police officers in Cumbernauld in 2009 as there will be 7 new officers.

New Members

Donna Niven was proposed as a new member of Craigmarloch Community Council by JT and seconded by BK. There were no objections. Donna was given a warm welcome onto the committee by BK.

Illustrated talk on photography

Andy Pearson gave some instruction about ways to use your photographs to make a film with soundtrack. He then demonstrated this by showing two short films. One was taken at the Cumbernauld fun in the park day while the other was about a trip on the Waverley steamer. Both films were amusing and enjoyable and BK thanked Andy for his demonstration. Andy is a member of the Camera club, which meets on a Tuesday at the old Burns Church in Kilsyth at 7.30pm

Gala Day Feedback

Councillors and volunteers on the day were thanked for their contributions and help with the event.

The turn out was lower than expected but this was thought to be due to four things. 

1. The weather on the day 

2. We had lost the momentum having cancelled last years

3. We had not advertised this, the previous weekend.

4. Our website was not working.

It was agreed though that it was a step in the right direction and despite losing some money, we would plan to host another fun day next year. ( it is not intended as a money making event anyway)

Glen Orchy Play Area

Donna gave some feedback after her successful clean up campaign of the Glen Orchy Play areas. At least 40-50 residents ended up helping on the day and were at it to at least 6pm that night.

However phase 2 will involve raising £24, 000 as the surface of the area is not sufficient and will cost £14,000 to resurface and long lasting. The actual pay equipment is beyond repair and needs replaced costing £10,000.

Donna hopes to raise money by applying for grants but needs to do this through a constituted body. Our Community Council status fits these criteria and could be an advantage to the process.

After some discussion it was agreed in principle, that we would do this through the community council as there will not be direct competition for funding. It is also hoped that we could also tackle other play areas in Craigmarloch in future. The practicalities of opening a bank account will be discussed further at the next interim.
Data Protection Legislation

JT drew our attention to recent advice from the Association of Community Councils in regards to this. In future we must obey this legislation with our use of photographs, our websites and with whom we email and hold details of. It was agreed that JT will pay £35 to the information commissioner, as we need to register. It was thought our data controller would be our webmaster but this is for further discussion.
Tesco Planning Application

JT informed us that there had been an application by Tesco to build an extension at the back of their store to store internet goods for collection. The result of this would be a loss of 29 car park spaces and the disabled ramp. However it is also concerning that this will mean deliveries to the store by large lorries will increase and there will also be a significant increase in vans and cars. The roundabout at Craigmarloch is currently extremely busy but the roundabout at the garage and the current chip shop is completely insufficient for this increase. 

This traffic will also cause difficulties for people using the paths to access the shops at Craigmarloch and Craigmarloch lodge as they have to cross the road at this roundabout.

After some discussion it was agreed that we would object to this application and ask for a hearing and site visit. It also was revealed that Tesco had frequently objected to the Craigmarloch Health Centre's plans to an extension for another consulting room and to host a dental practice. BK will lodge our objection and we will discuss this further at the interim.

Treasurer's Report

Craigmarloch Community Council

Financial report as at 18 Sep 08

Bank Account

Opening Balance






  
  151.82

28 Jul 


Paid In – Admin Grant



  585.00










  736.82

22 Jul


Chq No 071 – NLC

11.10

6 Aug


Chq No 072 – NLC

30.60










   41.70
Closing Balance







 695.12

No 2 Account

Opening Balance







 1590.31

30 May

Chq No 010 – Cash

150.00

31 Jul


Chq No 011 – Cash

500.00










  650.00










  940.31

6 Aug


Paid In – Fun day Receipts 



  745.00
Closing Balance







1685.31

Petty Cash

Opening Balance







    19.76

30 May

Introduced


150.00

31 Jul


Introduced


500.00

6 Aug


Introduced (fun day excess)
  21.47










  671.47










  691.23

30 Jun


Keys



    7.50

6 Jul


Lam Pouches/Paper

  17.94

19 Jul


Stamps


    7.20

6 Sep


Domain Fee


    7.03




Fun Day Expenditure

648.87










  688.54

Closing Balance







      2.69

(Administrative Funds £256.96 + Community Funds £259.65)

Community Funds

In Bank






1590.31

In Cash






  237.05
Total









 1827.36
Secretary's' report

Correspondence has been received during the summer break as follows:

1. Letter from Gordon Murray dated 15th of September 2008 to Paul Jukes regarding a letter from Friends of Cumbernauld Community Park

2. A letter from C.Oliver Allen dated 3rd of August 2008 informing us that he is North Lanarkshire's representative on the ASCC.

3. A letter from digitaluk dated 5th of September 2008 inviting us to an event for community councils providing information about the TV switchover.

4. A letter and ballot paper from the ASCC asking us to vote on their constitution. Closing date is the 30th of September 2008.

5. A final issue booklet from Postwatch.

6. A booklet detailing Lanarkshire's Doors Open Day.

7. A newsletter from Hugh O'Donnell MSP dated Summer 2008.

8. A letter from NLC dated 1st August 2008 regarding Post Office Area Plan Consultation.

9. Minutes, agenda and Constitution from Cumbernauld Community Forum dated 31st of July 2008.

10. Copy of letter from Gordon Murray to Jim Mather MSP dated 29th of July 2008 regarding valuation and discounts for small businesses from the government.

11. Copies of several letters from Gordon Murray to Mr and Mrs Gilchrist, Patrick Kelly, Paul Jukes regarding large housing extensions.

Town Park

BK informed us that the events committee is meeting tomorrow night and will be discussing the possibility of a "Walk in the park" event in Easter, another fun day in the summer and a Rock concert possibly featuring Paul Weller, Sharleen Spitteri and T'Pau amongst others.

There has also been an increase to the amount of paths being laid in the park. There is now 5.6 kilometres of paths.

Councillor Alan O'Brien

Alan gave some details about the amount of finance allocated to the different localities in North Lanarkshire for to upkeep and landscaping of Town Centres. It appears that Cumbernauld receives far less than elsewhere. In view of this, we agreed to write to Cumbernauld Forum to lobby for an increase but also to support making a figurehead of the St. Enoch's clock currently displayed in a rarely used part of the town centre and currently not working. AC will write to The Forum about this.

Councillor Gordon Murray

Gordon has arranged to meet with NHSL health board on Wednesday the 1st of October 2008 at the Central Health Centre. He would like to invite a representative from Westerwood and Craigmarloch community councils to accompany him. It was agreed that BK will attend.

Gordon also informed us that the plans to improve Croy Station parking had again been put on hold due to a proposal to add a loop there for additional trains but he requires more details.

He also circulated a letter he has written to Paul Jukes with regards to Cumbernauld Town Park.

There was no other competent business and BK closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

Next meeting will be on Thursday 16th of October 2008 at 7.30pm at the ST. Andrews/ Cumbernauld primary school complex.

The interim will be at JT's house at 8pm on Thursday the 2nd of October 2008.

